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CON FROVERSIAL. 


The following letter is now republished for the benefit 
of those of our readers who have not had an oppor- 
tunity of perusing it. 

A LETTER 
TO THE REV. BROWN EMERSON. 
Pastor of a Congregational Church and Society in Salem. 
BY HOSEA BALLOU, | 
Then Pastor of the Universalist Church and Society in 
the same town. 





SALEM, AveousT 5, 1816. 
Rev. Sm.—Having had an opportunity, on the 
evening of the 2d inst. to hear your comments 
on that highly important passage in Romans 5. 
particularly the 18th verse, and not being satis- 
fied with the solution which you, no doubt with 
the best of motives, gave the text, I have found 
it dificult to discharge the duties urged by a 
sincere love of truth, without suggesting to you 
some thoughts on the subject, which occured to 
my mind, while listening to the arguments which 
yon offered. 
" The declared object to w hich you directed 
your communication, was to show, that the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, has no support from 
the apostle’s argument in this chapter. ‘To 
make this appear, Dr. Scot’s comment on the 
text was read, and adverted to as aut! hority suf- 
ficient to set the most obvious sense of the tex 
aside. 
by the authority of Dr. Scot, it was shown, 
that ann mex, in the last clause of the 18th verse, 
in room of comprehending as many as are in- 
cluded in the same words, ati MEN, in the fore 
part of the same verse, comprehend only those 
who were elected in the counsels of God, to the 
privileges and blessings of salyation by Christ ; 
which number is understood to be far less than 
all mankind. 
The question occured to me, dear sir, wheth- 
er St. Paul had given any intimation in his epis- 
ile to the Romans, or any of his writings, that 
‘he Father of mercies had made such a distinc- 
tion in the human family, as the Dr. made in his 
comment on this text. If the apostle wrote this 
passage with reference tosuch a distinction, and 
yet had no where in the previous part of his 
epistle, designated such an impor tant separation 
of the human family, must it not be allowed, that 
his method was bet er adapted to mislead t 
to give instruction? 
So far from a any mtimations of this dis- 
jinetion in the human family, the apostle had, 


in the previous chapters of this epistle Inboured | 


to do away trom the mind of the Jew, the dis- 
iinction which his superstition had set up, be- 
tween him and the Geutile ; and with a skill pe- 
culiar to himself, he argued the unity of situa- 
tion of both Jew and Gentile, in relation to two 
all-important particulars, which he presents to 
full view in the 23d and 24th verses of the 3d 
chapter, which read thus: “ For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God; being jus 
tified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” 

Hfere all mankind are considered alike situat- 
ed, first, in relation to sin; and secondiy, in re- 
Jation to justification by Christ. And this rep- 


2 
tila: 


resentation being found as the result of his pre- 
vious, cool, deliberate reasoning, breaks down 
all imaginary distinctions among mankind, and 
presents the whole as the subjects of divine 
mercy. 

In the 4th chapter, the author confirms the 
above sentiment by showing that the Gentiles 
were equally with the Jews embraced in the 
faith of Abraham, which faith he had in the pro- 
mise of God, 
world.” 

In the 6th verse of the 5th chapter, the apos- 
tle describes the situation or character, of those 
for whom Christ died, by which he keeps up the 
connexion between the 5th and 3d chapters.— 
‘For when we were yet without strength, | 
due time Christ died for the ungodly.” Again, 
in verses 8,9; ** But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more now being jus- 
tified by his blood, we shall be saved trom wrath 
through him.” This justification * by his blood,’ 
agrees with the justification of all who had sin- 
ned, and come short of the glory of God, ex- 
pressed in the 2ith verse of the Sd chapter, 
which has been noticed. In the 12th verse, 
the author commences his grand conclusion as 
follows: ** Whergtore, as by one man, sin enter- 
ed into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned :” 
Here notice, the sentence is ahorrepted by a 
parenthesis, which continues to the 16th verse, 
in which verse the sentence js finished. In or- 
der, therefore, to understand the apostie’s mean- 
ing, the i2tm and 18th verses should be read to- 
gether. ** Wherefore, as by one man, sin enter- 
ed into the worid, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even so 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justilication of life.” To me, 
sir, there is nothing more evident in all the scrip- 
tures, than that the apostle directed his argu- 
ments, above noticed, with a design to disallow 
any distinctions among mankind, relative to the 
great subjects of universal sin and death on the 
one hand, and universal justification and life on 
the other 

The authority of Dr. Scot, in direct opposi- 
tion to the laboured argument and plain testi- 
mony of divine inspiration, stands in connexion | 
with the wisdom of this world, which cometh to} 
nought; but it has none of the beauties of that 
wisdom which is from above, which is without 
partiality. 

ls it reasonable, dear sir, to suppose, after all 
the pains which the apostie hi id taken todo away 
all ideas of any distinction among mankind, in re- 


spect to the subject of his argument, that he ex-| 


pressed the universal condemnation of ALL MEN, | 
and the universal justification of any men, with | 


number, and mankind in general, when he had 
given no istimations of any such division ? 


infinite pi artiality in the system of divine grace, 
be assumed, to the e xpense of the plain and pos 





itive declarations ol scripture, on no belt 
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reference to a separation between an electe al | 
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thority than Dr. Scot’s comment? Before the 
Dr. be received as a standard, is it not necessa- 
ry that his claim to divine inspiration be prov- 
ed? Until it be made to appear that St. Paul 
himself directed his readers to such a division 
of mankind as the Dr. sets forth in his comment. 
it seems the daty of the candid christian to with. 
hold all confidence from his unscriptural division 

After you had read the Dr’s. comment on th: 
passage, with a manifest intention of fixing bi: 


not a little surprised to hear you propose, at 

least two more ways to solve one of the plain 

est passages of scripture, which can be found in 
divine revelation. You first suggested that th. 

words “ all men,’ might not mean every indi 

vidual of the human race. They might meav 
some of all nations, of all classes, of all occupa 

tions, &c. Now ii this were their real meanin 

in the last part of the 18th of Romans, 5th, wh: 

not in the first part of the same verse? “ There 

fore, as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so, by the 

righteousness of one, the free gift came upon al: 

men unto jus stification of life.” If the justifica- 

tion of ari men, unto life, mean only, that some 
of all nations, of all classes, of all occupations, 
&c. are thus justified, why should the condem- 
nation of att Mew mean any thing more, than the 
condemnation of some of all nations, of all ciass- 
es, of all occupations, &c. ? 

\gain, if ain tmx mean as above suggested 
how ts it that Dr. Scot is right in applying th: 
words att wen to a particular elected number. 
in which every individual must be embraced by 
the words ail men? If the Dr’s comment be 
accepted, as you appeared to labour to effect it 
the minds of your hearers, what must be done 
with your own, which so much differs from his ? 

But as if you were by no means satisfied with 
the Dr. yourself, nor yet with your own com- 
ment, in which you differed from him, you pro- 
ceeded to give a third solution of the words ar 
MEN, by suggesting that Christ had opened a door 
whereby justification or salvation, which you 
allowed to be the same, was offered to aut MEN, 
meaning now every individual of the human 
race. So'that after the hearer was invited to 
believe in Dr. Scot’s explanation in which he 
limits the words aut men, to mean only the elect, 
and also invited to necept a second signification 
| differing from the former, he is now invited to 
‘receive a third, which widely differs from both 
the preceding. 

But why may we not argue, that by the of- 
fence of one man, a door was opened whereby 
l universal condemnation was made possible, but 
‘not certain? What does the apostle mean by 
‘the words rven so? Is it not evident. beyond 
all reasonable doubt, that he meant to extend 
the efficacy of Christ, as far as he had extended 
‘the consequences of the Adamic transgression? 

Consistently with your last solution of the 
words ALi wen, you stated that as justification 
iwas freely offere sd to all men, if any were nol 
saved, it would be their own fault. But did you, 
ee ir sir, make it appear plain and reasonable. 
it! iat if any were not elected according to Dr 
‘Scot, it was their own fault? If any mew mear 
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mo more than those who are clected to saivati 
down by the Dr. which you labored 


hearers to believe, is there not a manifest incousistency | man’s 


in your attempt to persuade them to belicve that aur 
MEN means ever; And further, 
is there not a very great impropriety in making offers 
salvation to thousands of the human race. who were 
excluded from the election of God, as laid down by 
the Dr. ? 

But you very much insisted 
salvation through the mediation of Christ, and urged the 
idea, that if any were not saved, the fault would be 
their own. Is it possible, sir, that you should wish to 
have tt God, from all 
eternity, elected some to and excluded 
others from this election, and at the 
them to believe, that Christ has made salvation possi- 
ble to those who were not elected, and that be now 
sincerely offers them the same conditions of salvation as 
are offered to the elect? 


ident 
that a mind must be greatly in the dark, and very muc! 


individual of mankind 


on this universal 


your christian friends believe, t! 
everlasting hie, 
same time wis 


Does it not appear ev 


confused, in order to assent to such palpable contradic- 
tions ? 
Is it not a little surprising to hear such wandering 4r- 


guments directed to est :blish a belief in the doctrine of 
infinite cruelty, which gives to the Father of our spirits 
the most exceptionable character that cam possibly be 
described. 


* When you had proposed this 


offer of salvation, with ll the a sila of a simcere 
offer, you then asked whether we were assured in the 


word of Ged, that all men we 
answered, we are not. W “a did 


you not think of the 
other question, and ask, whether*we are assu i 


G. as iaid | 
ee ee one 
to persuade your) prececimg verse, wi 
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clause of the 18th verse of the Sth of Romans, by the 


eh reads thus: **For i by one 


$ 
wfence death reigned by one ; 
by one, Jesus Christ. 


st of the 18th rerse. was explaimed. Of course, ALI 
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= e fic ct re- 
LIC at St. Paul 
understood the doctrine taught by Jesus ‘Christ 2 If he 
1] C i laid d doctrine 
does he argue so ne gainst 


su 2 7 j 
word of God that all men will not accept? If, accord-|it: Vhoever will carefully examine the three papablen 
ing to your argument, the Savioer has opened a door|in the 25th of Matthew. will find them a continuation 
whereby salvation is freely offered to every individual | of a lengthy speech which commences at the 4th verse 
of the human family, it must be granted that the salva- jor t e 24th chapter, and will discever the propriety of 

j 


tion of all is possible. There can be no decree of God 
in the way. There can be nothing dishonourable t 
the divine Being in the salvation of all men. The sal- 
vation of al] men is exactly the thing aimed at in the 
undertaking of him who has opened this door; and fi- 
Nally, if all men are not saved, the scheme of the gospel 


must fail, in some messure, at least. 


But you ape | that as the offer is made on the co 
dition of acceptance, some may refuse, and be lost.— 
Let this be grante per see what follows. It follows, 


that all men may salles se, and not one individual be sav- 
ed. You must see, that you have not only opened a} 
j I nis offered to all men, but you 


G $s o 
} - 7 an =. = 1? m 
have opened a door whereby ali men may be iinally los 


er 


ning to your arguments, it o 


han vou were te succeed i 


nm of truth. 


this ef+r of justification to all men, or even toany. It 
id mot come my recollection at that time, nor has 
t since, that we reac cf any such offer in the scriptures. 
Bai a passoge in tst of John, v. 11, revived in my mem- 
ry with great force, and it was matter of wonder 


to me, that its hight did not strike your mental eye 
time. t reads thus: ** And this is the re- 
cord, thet Ged hath ciren to us steamed life, and this life 
is in his Son.”* If the text had read, hath offered unte 
us eternal life, it wonld then have agreed with the ar- 
gument to which I was listening. Another passage in 
2d Timetby, i. 9, operated with similar effect on my 
mind. ** Who bath saved us, and called us with an holy 
ealling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, wi mn Was giren us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.’’ If the text had said, 
which was offered to us before the world began, though 
it would not have been very proper, yet it would have 
agreed with the sentiment urged on your hearers. 
But want of success in your arguments appeared not 
more visible in any instance, than in your attempt to 
limit the meaning of the words ALL MEX, ix the last 





| cous, 


tien befe 
'**As by the offence of 
secured to my | men to conder 
less careful to regard he divine | 
class which is held up im the scriptures? 


n 
I queried where you found |! 
rev 





siness o! ’God and Provid 
; 


applying them to events which the 2aviour had prophe> 
sied of, whose fulfilment he confined to that generation. 


your own authority, that the 
; 


Ss assume aS a fa is not a grand 
fistinction held up, through all the scriptures, between 
the righteous and the wicked. Now, 
this, that the Universalists apply the 18th verse of the 
5th of Romans erroneously in consequence of the above 
mentioned assumption, then you must mean that the 
words ALL MEN, in that text, means none but the right- 
sition to your argument re- 
specting the general offer. But what was their condi- 
re this free gifttcame upon them? Answer; 
one, judgment came upon all 
ynation."* ALL MEN are here represent- 
state of condemnation. Is thi 


if you meant by 


~h3 a }5 Sletels 
which is in direct oppe 


s the wicked 
Where then 
“Even so by the 

one, the free gift came upon all men 
on of life.” No. e Universal- 
the scriptures make no dis- 


hteous class? Answer: 
dear sir. the 


ist does not assume, that 


e} 


tinction between the righteous and the wicked ; but he 
rejoices to find that * where sin abounded, grace ra 
much more abound ; that as sin hath reicned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eterna! life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

If you will be so kimd as to exercise christian charity 
towards me, and duly consider the foregoing suggestions 


and give me a friendly reply, you will confer a favour 
1 


ly 
h wil] be gratefully accepted and duly acknowl- 


H. BALLOU. 
Rev. Brows EmeErsoy 
—_——=————— 
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GENE RAL EPISTLE. 


Tar General Convention of Universalists of the New. 

England States and others, in annual session at Ches- 
| terield, on the 16th and 17th days of September, 
1818. to their brethren of like precious faith; to all 
denominations of christians; to the irreligious and 
; to the unbeliever of divine revelation ; and 
to all who may read this testimony of our faith and 
al: May the grace, mercy, and glory of the Lord 
| be richly and abundantly manifested, 





ae | 


ofane 


tee 


BRETHREN OF THF SOCIETIES, 

WE are happy to address you on the present joyous 
we account among the many mercies, 
f the loving kindness of the Lord. 
fere the aged and the youth mingle together in their 
clings ; and devoutly praise him who loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in his own blood. 
I< ne common Parent; brethren by the ransom and blood 
lof Ch . meet to behold one another's faces in the flesh, 
They te tender, as their Father’s house, the hand of fel- 
| lowship, with tears of sympathetic affection and joy.— 
rhe smiling babes, in the dawn of life, cause additional 
| interest and solemnity to our meeting. As the purchase 
f the Lord, and taper in his sight, they were devout- 
lly dedicated to his holy name and service. ‘* Both 
mr ung men and ma idens ; old men and children: let 


necasion, which 
that we experience 
t 


them praise the neme of the Lord; for his name alone 
is excellent; his glory . above the earth and heaven.” 
| The labours of our Council were conducted in a man- 
jmer friendly and harmonious, without any root of bit- 
erness springing up to trouble ; or a profane person like 
r au, who for one mersel of meat, sold his privilege a- 
mong us, and our confidence and fellowship in him asa 
b We feel to concratulate the brethren, that it 
cra pleased the Lord to add four new labourers to @fir 
nber, in his plentiful harvest. May our young broth- 
Jonn be like the ancient beloved disciple, that lean- 

ea upon the breast of his divine Master ; and brother 
Lavi, with a constant and willing mind, ebey the voice 
of Him who said, ** Follow me; let brother Josuva 
profit by his practice in the field, his labours standing 
in the same relation to those of the only begotte n of the 





Father, as the name of Joshua bears to th: it of Jesus; 
and brother Ensas be like Elijah of old, with the shield 


of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
spirit; and may he not ascend in a chariot of fire, with 
horses of fire, to leave any brother, faithful as Elisha, 
| till he has slain the prophe is of Baal. 

While it pleased the Lord to send his rain gently and 
i steadily, to satiate the thirst of the parched earth, to 
'the joy of thousands that are dependent upon her fos 


ifood and clothing, the words of eternal life, from the 
lips of our ministering brethren, on the waiting and thirs- 
ty assembly, each day, dropped as the rain, and distill- 
led like the dew: as the small rain upon the tender 
| herb, and as the showers upon the grass. It was a time 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. A word 
was spoken in season to those that were needy. The 
earth rejoiced with her children; fora portion Was giv- 
en to each in due season from Him who maketh his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth his rain 
upon the flelds of the just and unjust. 

Brethren, let us watch our own lives with care : strive 
to keep in the faith of the gospel; looking constantly 
to Jesus, the captain of our salvation, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, ° 

We would address the christian brethren of ; 
inations. Have we not all one Father? bath not one 
God created us? You will, doubtless, grant us the 
liberty of calling you brethren, if to others you choose 
not to use this liberty ; for it is our peculiar privilege. 
Do you ask us the foundation ef our faith? We answe ry 
ther foundation can no man lay, than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ; for no other name is ziven 
under heaven, whereby we must be sayed. The foun- 
dation, being Jesus Christ, must be for e every man ; be- 
cause be tas ted death for every tan ; actually died for 
al], gave himself a ransom for ‘all, received power over 
dl, and was made heir of all. As a wise master build- 
er, our he avenly Father counted th e cost, lest, having 
laid the foundati 10n, it should fail of £ being finished. 6s ir 
any man,’’ says the apostle, ** be in C hrist, he is anew 

creature. *” 8 As in 4 Jam ail die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive,”’ new creatures, or born again. 
You will candidly think of this, before you challenge 
us to prove, that all willbe born again. May we all 
remember to love God, as we learn that he first loved 
us: and, that he that loves God, loves his brother also. 

Those who have thought but litile of the religion of 

i of life. we would 
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remember with affectionate kindness. Could you be|to God, will have a perfectly clear sense of the divine 
made to believe, you have an interest in the Saviour, | attributes against which they sinned in this life, and of 


superior to all the riches of the world, would you slight | 
his instruction, or willingly waste your lives for the wa- 
ges of sin and iniquity? Then be so kind as to inquire. 


the entire fitness of all the requirements which they vi- 
j lated while in a state of mortelity. It is presumed that 


If Jesus be heir of all things, are not you his inheritance, | the miserable hereafter will have a perfect undestand- 


and he your interest? His commandments are not griev- 
ous. ** Take my yoke,” says he, ** upon you, and learn 
of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall | 
find rest to yeur souls. For my yoke is easy, and my | 
burden is light.” Those that tell you, religion, for the 
present, is hard ; but bad better be borne with for the fu- 
ture advantages, are accustomed to some other yoke, 
besides that of our divine Master. The religion of Jesus 
is hard only to the man of sin. It is present felicity, and 
an assurance of future. 

If the Deist consider that he possesses a nobler revela- 
tion then the christian, he will be willing to be invited 
to a just comparison. The christian holds the book of 
nature, as a great testimony of the truth of revelation. 
Therefore while you have one source of knowledge, we 
have two. Do you learn from the book of nature, there 
is a God of immutable perfections? The scriptures 
teaches the same doctrine. ‘** The invisible things of 
him, from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made; even his 
eternal power and Godhead.”? Do you find in nature 
figures of the resurrection? In scripture we have the 
full assurance of the doctrine. We therefore ask, why | 
should it be thought a thing incredible that God should 
raise the dead? why a thing incredible that men should 
be saved? and if saved, that there should be a Saviour: 
and if a Saviour, that the power of miracles should be 
exercised, as a branch of the proof of bis mission? Do 
you know so much of the nature of God, as to discrim- | 
inate with certainty what can be, and what cannot be? 
and what good work is worthy of him? 

The brethren in the ministry will do well to remem- 
ber, they should live according to the gospel. We must 
preach by example as weil as by doctrine. Receiving 
the ministration of righteousness in eternal life, the bid- 
den things of dishonesty must be renounced. Walking 
in craftiness, and handling the word of God deceitfully, 


j 
| 


ing of what they have lost forever by neglecting the 
gracious offers of mercy which were freely made to them ! 


tbrough the mediation of Christ ; and that a conscious- 
ness of this neglect and of all other sins which they have 


committed, will sink them down in endless and in un- 
ceasing remorse. 


This statement is made as near to what the advocates 
for everlasting torment in the future world profess to 
argue as we are capable of stating it. And in fact it 
seems to be perfectly consistent with the ultimate ob- 


ject of the doctrine contended for, that the miserable 


should have clear views of all which is embraced in the 
above statement, for allowing any abatement on those 
particulars, that allowance would abate of the sinner’s 
misery in an exact proportion. For should it be al- 
lowed that sinners in the future state will be in total 
darkness respecting the divine attributes, they must be 
equally unconscious of the moral turpitude of sin ; this 
would constitute their state similar to that of the old 
gentiles, concerning which St. Paul said; ‘* The times 
of this ignorance God winked at.” 

Presuming that this subject, thus far, is clear to the 
reader’s understanding, we shall proceed to say and to 
prove that this argument, on which the advocate of 
future, endless misery, builds this most shocking doc- 
trine, contains its own entire refutation. 

In order to see this, it is only necessary to understand 
the natural powers of conscience, and the means by 
which the siuner is brought to sincere repentance. Con- 
science then, as we have already seen, has no power to 
condemn beyond the disceveries which it is able to 


J 


vl 


that every rational creature loves God and his come 
mandments as far as they rightly understand these de- 
sirable objects, an objector may say, that an inconsist- 
ency ie embraced in the argument. For if every crea- 
ture love God and his commandments as far as they 
know them, no one would ever transgress. 

In order to be able to answer this objection, it is ne- 
cessary to consider the variableness aid changability of 
the human heart. When we trace this variableness to 

its efficient causes, we find ourselves perpetually incis 
‘dent to a remarkable versatility. What we love as ten- 
,derly as any thing in nature, we are capable of being 
moved against in a sudden manner, and to such a de- 
gree as to commit acts, that we not only deeply regret, 
but for which our conscience most severely accuses us. 
: This unhappy imperfection too often appears in the con- 
duct of parents towards their children. Now it is a 
fact, that while the parent had a right view of the ob- 
ject of affection, the love of the child ruled the heart 
and whole mind; but when something took place so 
very contrary to the desire of the parent, in the con- 
duct of the child, as to excite anger to an immoderate 
degree, that anger spread a veil over the mind and the 
object which before gave delight, is viewed with dis- 
gust, and suffers the baneful effects of resentment. We 
may see our subject again in a case where we may con- 
template a shade’s variation. One who is a neuter in 
a certain contention between two others, may have a 
clear knowledge of the justice of the case, and feel a 
strong desire that right may be done between them ; 
and this, of course, because he naturally loves justice. 
But this same persen may be placed in a situation where 
justice would require him to pay over to another a large 
sum, for which there is no legal demand, in consequence 
of which he may fall into temptation from the love of 
money, his heart may become so devoted te this partial - 
interest, that justice, whose lovely image had made such 
impressions on his mind, and created such anxiety for 
the result of the case before mentioned, now scarcely 
appears at all lovely. And it too often bappens that 
covetousness, so blinds the understanding, that the 
beauty of justice disappears, and an act of fraud imsues, 
for which conscience will severely censure, when jus- 





ee Yr | 6]h.lhCUe 


tice calls to cool and deliberate reflection. 
We are capable of having our views of things vary 
extremely, and suddenly. And within the compass of 


make of the divine excellences of those attributes and 
acquirements which are violated. Now let us ask, by 
what means is the ratienal mind drawn into love to God | ¢p ose extremes, either by slow degrees, or by more sud- 
and obedience? The answer is clear; it is by being| den operations we are changed as to the characters of 
brought to the knowledge of the divine goodness of | our minds. : 
God and the moral fitness of his requirements. The| If Joseph, when he said to his brethren in Egypt ; “T 
result is now plain. Fora clear manifestation of the |*™ Joseph your brother,” had appeared to them as he 
divine ecodeen. and of @ ok Uhieedliat lt akin did in Dothan, they would have loved him no better 
gaa tees.ditins vem they did when they sold him. But they had a 
ness, which are allowed to be necessary in order to very different view of their brother, when in all his love 
constitute the misery of the future state, would draw] and favour he made himself known to them ; and there 
every sinner into love to God and holiness. feelings towards hima were just as different as were their 
views of him. 

Could we at all times have a realizing sense of the 
divine attributes, and of the fitness of the command- 
ments of God; ould we at all times turn away our 
eyes from beholding vanity, and be free from the influ- 
ence of earthly propensities, we should constaatly ex- 
ercise that love and obedience to our Father in heaven 
which are the end of all the commandments. Bat when 
we are drawn away of our Justs and enticed, when we 
lose sight of heavenly and divine things, our hearts wan- 
der from God in pursuit of imaginary qualifications, and 
we do things for which our conscience will reprove us, 
when the moment of reflection arrives. 

Let us now inquire concerning the utility of con- 
science, and the design of our Creator in subjecting us 
to its reproving severity. 

It is not because our heavenly Father delights in the 
painful sufferings oceasioned by remorse, that he has 
constituted this reprover in our breasts; but it is to 
check our progress in iniquity, and (o work repentance 
in us; and it is of importance to observe, that accord- 
ing to the compunctions of conscience which we feel, 
the effects are conducive to repentance. When we have 
done wrong, the clearer our views are of the heinous- 
ness of our offence, and of the beauty and loveliness of 
those precepts we have violated, the more we are in- 
clined to forsake our ways of sin and turn to God, 

in this view of the power of conscience and the de- 
sign of divine goodness in making us feel its chastising 
rod, we see no plan deeply contrived for our eternal 
ruin; but we see that wisdem which is full of merey 
and good fruits. We have reason to be grateful for 
this kind reprover, and for all the severity it ever exer- 
cises over us for our profit, that we may be made the 
partakers of the divine holiness. 


will never make our feet beautiful upon the mountains, 
nor grace our tongues, when publishing peace, and de- 
claring glad tidings of good things. As we have receiv- 
ed mercy of the Lord, Jet us faint not, but be encour- 
aged, looking to Jesus the author and finisher of our 
. faith, as our shield and exceeding great reward. 

To all herein addressed, and to whom this Epistle 
may come, we wish mercy and grace, truth and salva- 
tion, from the one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things; and the one Lord Jesus Christ, by who are all 
things, with the communion of the Holy Spirit for ever 
- and ever. by order of the Convention, 


SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 














— — The supposition that it is possible for a rational being 
UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, to have a clear and just idea of the nature of God, and 
of the divine fitness of his requirements, and still not 
love them, is just the same as to suppose that God is 
not lovely, and that his commandments are not desira- 
ble. We cannot conceive of any possible argument 
more self-evident than the one on which we here rest 
the merits of this vast subject. 

Before we shall yield this ground, we have got to 
learn some other way by which sinners are brought to 
sincere repentance, than by being truly enlightened, so 
as to know God, which is eternal life. If it be said, 
that man eannoi Joye Ged and his duty unless his heart 
is changed, we reply, that no other power can change 
the heart than a manifestation of the divine lovliness, 
to the understanding. 

It is a fact on which we never can too strongly insist, 
that God could never have been hated, but by the 
So on the contrary, he can never 
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CONSCIENCE, 

It is contended by the opposers of Universal Salvation, 
that conscience will be a source of torment to the wick- 
ed in the world to come. And that this torment must 
forever remaim, as the impenitent can never dispossess 
ihemselves of their accusing conscience. 

Perhaps an examination of this subject may be of 
some service te our readers, if we could be so success- 
ful as to lay it open in such a way as to have the doc- 
trine of conscious guilt clearly understood. 

In this inquiry it may not be necessary to go into an 
analysis of the elements of conscience, as it will serve 
our whole purpose as well to take it in the gross, mean- 
ing by it a moral sense of right and wrong. Nor is it 
essential to our present object to ascertain whether this 
conscience ef man is an inate principle, constituted as 
an inseparable principle of his existence, or only acquir- 
ed by living with enlightened society. We will only 
say that man is a moral being, and as such be is con- 
scious of right and wrong ; and that under the influence 
of this conscience, he enjoys felicity when it approbates 
his conduct, but suffers mental pain when it accuses 
him of having done wrong. 

The ground assumed as argument in favour of endless 
misery, is, that the conscience of the impenitent will 
It is suppos- 





means of deception. 
be truly beloved, but by the means of bringing the ig- 
norant to the knowledge of the truth. 


‘ 
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Our opposer may now ask, why every person, in the 
present state, does not love God and his commandments? 
To this question we feel confident in returning this re- 

| os 
ply, viz. every rational creature does now love God and 
his commandments just as far as they rightly understand 
and know these Jovely objects. 

As we have argued, that conscience has no power to 
condemn, beyond the discoveries which it is able to 
make of the excellency of those divine attributes and 
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eontinue to accuse its possessor forever. 
son of Samuel K, Glover, Esq. 


ed, that in the future world, those who die uureconciled 








acquirements which are violated ; and at the same time, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ans 
or Jam the Lord, Ichange not; 
of Jacob are not consumed.’?’—Malachi ili. 6. 
SHOULD man, at last, in sorrow rise, 
When death’s long sleep has fled, 
And see the planets, in the skies, 
Dissolving o’er his head ;— 
Should he behold an angry God, 
Whose eyes flash endless ire, 
Beneath whose mighty iron rod, 
The crumbling worlds expire ;— 
Could he believe ‘his God, the same 
Who form’d the earth and sun, 
Who taught his tongue to praise his name, 
For all his hand had done? 
Could he suppose this wrathful POWER, 
E’er gave creation birth? 
Or sent a sweet refreshing show’r, 
To cool the parched earth? 
No, reason must resign her seat, 
Chill’d by his awful nod, 
While trembling nations, at his feet, 
Confess the world’s without a God! 

HERMES. 


FOR 
saw 
HE, who would think this world was meant, 
For passive pleasure and content, 
For ripening virtue, without toil, 
Like plants spontaneous from the soil ;— 
He, who would draw forth all the pow’rs 
In this unbounded soul of ours, 
By sheltering us from ev'ry breeze 
That blows not just as we would please,— 
Will find his flatt’ring visions fail, 
Vf truth or trial e’er prevail. 
True, he might rear a sickly thing, 
Like flow’rs that in a glass-house spring ; 
But where’s that noble dignity, 
Which soars through time—eternity, 
The energy, the strength of soul, 
That turns a world to its control? 
These are not found; they ne’er have been 
In that recluse, indulgent scene, 
Where Fancy finds her whole demand 
Suppli’d by Fortune’s humoring hand ; 
Where each wild thought, and each caprice 
Is granted to the utmost wish. 


Dost thou not know the storm and shade 
Give firmness to the tender blade? 
*Tis so with life; its darkest hours 
Will oft awaken greatest pow’rs, 
And call forth energies unknown, 
While only tranquil pleasure shone. 
Hast thou ne’er brav’d a wintry blow, 
That rushes o’er a world of snow, 
And breath’d new vigor, bigh and strong, 
From the keen blast that pour’d along? 
Yes; and there are, whose dauntless breasts 
ifave sought those scenes, with eagerness, 
Where life’s stern fortune glooms around, 
And nurs’d themselves upon its frown. 
Have trod the snows of envious hate, 
And brav’d the gale of adverse fate, 
Till harden’d to its force, at length 
‘Their breasts inhal’d its utmost strength ; 
And theirs were names, whose magic sound, 
Or minds, or empires, loos’d or bound ; 
Were pyramids, that have withstood 
The rage of time’s all-sweeping flood. 


They bore whatever man can bear, 
Ignorance and envy, toil and care; 
They fac’d the frown of high disdain, 


therefore ye sons 
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They clim’b, and fell, and climb’d again ; 
Yet still the hard, but glorious strife 
Has made them scns to human life. 


oe 


What though but few, by heay’n ordain 
To share the conflicts, they sustaim'd 

Or rise to that immortal height, 

Which holds all ages in its sight” 

Yet still, that heav’n, severely kind, 

s toils assign’d 


Has to each grade, it gn’d, 
Prepar’d the way to each advance, 
With baffling checks and dubious « 
Base Envy hems the narrow path, 


And oft opposes all its wrath! 


hanes 


Care walks companion of the way 
And Folly lurks to lead astray : 

Yet these the stern instructors are, 

To all that’s noble, great or fair. 
Whoe’er would strive for useful worth. 
W hoe’er would draw high virtues forth. 
Whoe’er would learn how vast the mind 
That God has granted to mankind ; 

W hoe’er would know the liie of life, 
Must form himself amidst their strift 
Yes, and beshrew the doating heart. 








That boasts to act a wiser part, 

By fleeing from the appointed lot, 

As quite unworthy of its thought, 

For know, the Lerd has made as good 
A world, as thine own Fancy could. B 








COMMUNICATION. 


To the person who requested an illustration of Psalm 
49th, ver. 8th, the following is with ditlidence inscribed. 

You will have observed in the Magazine of the 4th 
inst. an exposition by *“*Crcm.” After exhibiting 
our views of that passage, we shall notice a few of his 
ideas. When reading bis exposition we were reminded 
of the force of false education, from which we pretend 
not to be free. For instance ; if we have been taught 
to believe in a day of judgment after the resurrection, 
we naturally refer all passages in which that word is 
mentioned, to a future state of being, 
discovers this use of the word to be absurd. Again, it 

} 


we have been taught to believe that the words life and 


soul as used in the scriptures always mean differently, | 


we are liable to as great mistakes. For instance ; where 
it is said, ** What is a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul? er what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” the connexion de- 
termines that the word soul should be 
life. The same word in the original which in the pre- 
ceding verse is translated life, is, in the verse quoied, 


understood 


translated soul; the passage therefore, should be un- 
derstood to read thus; ** What is a man profited, if he 
should gain the whole world and lose his own lite? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his life?” 
passage under consideration reads thus: ** For the re- 
demption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for- 
ever.’ This verse is not necessary to make sense, and 
is thrown in by the writer as a rational conclusion or in- 
ference drawn from the subject of which he was speak- 
By transposing and paraphrasing this verse with 
** They that trust 
in their worth and boasi of their riches, can none ot 
them by any means redeem his brother from death, nor 
give to God a ransom for him, so that he should stil 
live forever and not see corruption. 
the redemption of their mortal life from the 
precious; they view it as more valuable than the whole 


ing. 


its connexion, we iwake it read thus: 


grave Js 


world, for it ceaseth forever. 
ed for they see that wise men as well as brutish persons 
die, and leave their worth to others.”’ 

Take your bible and Ipok at the passage again. ‘Cr- 


Of this they are convine- 


crt’ would insinuate that the subject is dari; we also | 


contend that the subject is dark, but not involved in 
darkness. The rich look into the and all is 
dark; but those whese treasures are in heaven, look 


grave 





A little caution | 





The | 





° 
beyond the grave and all is light. This was David’y 
hope, for he says, ** God will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave.’ ‘This hope may be ours; * For 
as in Adam al! die; even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.’” 

Our remarks will be seen to differ very essentially 
exposition; but, while we think he has 
royal author’s meaning, we readily admit 
the correctness of fhisideas. Of those we stand 
in doubt, we notice first the tdea expressed in these 
words: “The animal nature of man contains the wil] 

This to us is novel; we had always 
soul was more particularly entitled te the 
By will we understand the 
termination, decision, con- 


from ‘Ceres’ 
mistaken the 


i -Om¢ 


will. if not to the passions. 
as choice. resolution, di 


fusion, &c 


By passion we understand the same as 


by appetite, desire, wish, want. leve, with their Oppo- 


(In nature 
the will is exhibited in motion; 
attraction and repulsion.) Who- 
himself will find, that his pas. 

He will 


necessanly governed, 


=> 


ites, aversion. disgust. dislike. hatred, &c. 
something similar to 


nd the pass} ns in 


, 


sions are the moving cause of all his actiens. 


learn that his acts and will are 
controled, or directed by a union of circumstances and 


biects both mental and material. Human actions are 


of tive kinds; spontaneous, voluntary, habitual, pase 
sionate and forced. Ouractions as accountable beings 
ire qualified by weakness, ignorance, de ception, wis- 


correct, *Cr.e 
ng the will, 
An other idea somewhat doubtful is thus expressed: 


iy these statements ars 


> must be mistaken in his idea respecti 


** You may safely challenge any of your opponents to 
give a clear perception, of any sin, but from the want 
of wisdom.” 


wisely they do 


We acknowledge that when people act 
not sin; that when they act through ig- 
norance or deception, wisdom is wanting; but we think 
thata person may know what he ought to do, and yet 
We know 


ie. if we 


kness, do what he oucht not. 


through we 
it may be urged that ** truth sets us free ;” 


‘re neither ign 


rant nor deceired we shall always will 


right; as it is written: ** If then 1 do that which | would 
not, | consent unto the law that it is good. Now then 
lit is no more [ that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” 


sinned im this case, but we 


We will not say the Apostle 

will suppose one: A man has long been habituated to 

rsuaded that it 
1 


, } bd , 
and happiness, and yet, throug 


intoxication, he is fully © Inrions to 


his health 


or rathe 


h weakness, 


r trom the force of passion and habit, he 


continues to practice the vice. Is he not in this case 


as sinful, as if he had transgressed ignorantly? And is 


he not as worthy at least, of a few stripe sf 
The last idea we shall notice is not novel, but of hea- 
then origin, expressed in these words: ** The soul of 


man when redeemed from all material connexion, ceas 


eth to exist a separate identity, is then, absorbed into 
| Deity.’ This idea next to the doctrine of endless mis- 
}ery is the most heart-chilling. The loss of identity not- 


rbtion is a kind of annihilation in 
which both hope and fear are buried in obyvion. 

‘Ceci’ that if we differ from him 
are others who differ 


withstanding: the abs 


nr ‘> 
it 2 al 


ur views, that there 


We wish toa 
in some of 


’ 


irom us both. ‘The Calvinist for instance would say: 


** Down to hell, there’s no red mption, 


** 
; 





To such persons | 


** Every Christless soul must go. 


‘+ Por 


|the redemption of their soul (from endless misery) is 


| They thercfore would understand the text thus: 
precious ; and it ceaseth forever’ after the day of pro- 
bation is ended. 

| Finally, as truth and not controversy is our object, 
jand as for aught we huow the Proposer, * Cecil’ and 
ourselves are strangers to each other; and as we have 
no ambition to appear merely as an author, we shall 
follow the example of *CrciL,” by signing 

ZUISTA- 





— ——— = * 


PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT Fliis OFFICK, IN A NEAT AND 
MLEGANT 8TYLE. 








pe Pee 


: 
be) 
Bs 














